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must be compelled to send French troops to expel his grandson from Spain;
and Maryborough lacked the ability to force unanimity upon the allies. The
Dutch, however, were in favour of concluding a peace: the French promise
to surrender the Barrier Fortresses gave them what Holland most desired ;
and the fear that they would desert the allied cause resulted in the Barrier
Treaty, which bound them irrevocably to the continuance of the war.

So the peace moves came to nothing, and in June both sides prepared for
a renewal of hostilities. In September came Malplaquet, a victory for Marl-
borough, but one which cost him 20,000 casualties as compared with the 15,000
suffered by his French opponent Villars; and although in the course of the
next six months the English general went on to secure control of a number
of important fortresses, in northern France the exhausted condition of his men
prevented him from marching to Paris. The Tories at home referred to
Malplaquet as " a Pyrrhic victory/' and protested that the country was being
" bled " to win fortresses for the Dutch.

A stupid prosecution of a tub-thumping High Church parson finally brought
Nemesis upon the Whigs. In August 1709 Dr Henry Sacheverell preached an
innocuous sermon at Derby on the occasion of the assizes, and it was published
with a dedication to the sheriff and grand jury of the county. In the following
November the same preacher appeared in St Paul's to preach to the lord mayor
and aldermen of London on " the perils of false brethren in Church and State/'
and in unrestrained language extolled non-resistance and ridiculed some of
the leading Whig politicians. The sermon was printed and widely circulated;
and in December, on the motion of a Whig member, was voted in the Commons
to be with the one preached at Derby " malicious, scandalous, and seditious
libels, highly reflecting upon Her Majesty and her government, the late happy
revolution, and the Protestant Succession." Sacheverell and the printer appeared
at the bar of the House : the latter was released with a warning, but the preacher
was committed to the custody of the officers of the House to await impeachment
" for high crimes and misdemeanours/'

All at once a man of no great consequence became a popular hero, and
his cause the rallying-cry of the Tory opposition to the Whig government.
While awaiting trial (he had been admitted to bail) prayers were publicly said
for him in hundreds of churches up and down the country; and when he went
on 27th February 1710 to face his accusers in Westminster Hall a vast mob
of people followed to wish him God-speed and to pour their curses on the
Whigs. Anne herself put in an appearance now and then at Westminster Hall,,
and as she was carried in her sedan chair through the streets she was greeted
with throaty shouts of " God bless your Majesty " and " We.hope your Majesty
is for High Church and Dr Sacheverell/' Too late did the Whigs realise their
mistake, and their attempt to extricate themselves from an unenviable position